INFORMATION GUIDE

BUSINESS IN EUROPE

The current Information Guide “Business in Europe” is prepared with the financial support of the European Union. The information guide is developed and issued under the project of RMA “Maritza”   “Haskovo and Evros business - together in Europe”, BG 2004/016-782-01.02.01- 17 financed by PHARE Programme “Cross-Border Cooperation”, BG: 2004/ 016-782.01.02. The project is implemented on the territory of Municipalities-members of RMA “Maritza” and Evros District, Greece.

The main objective of the project is to contribute to stable development, business environment improvement and employment promotion in the cross- border region Haskovo, Bulgaria and Evros, Greece through experience exchange and effective partnerships establishment.

Specific objectives:
· Raising the qualification and knowledge of the Bulgarian business sector in regard to acquiring the EU funds.

· Introducing the technical requirements of the EU  to businesses in the target region

· Raising the competence of the business sector at the both sides of the border through experience exchange and creating potential opportunities for cross- border business cooperation
· Improving the investment environment through strengthening the local authorities capacity for implementing successful public private partnerships
Project target groups:

· Business representatives of Haskovo region, Bulgaria and Evros region, Greece

· Leaderships of the local and regional authorities from Haskovo region, Bulgaria and  Evros region, Greece

· NGOs engaged in the field of business development from both regions 
The process of the EU enlargement sets a lot of challenges for the business sector of the new member states. The European Union supports the European small- and medium-size enterprises in the form of grants, credits and sometimes in the form of guarantees. The grant is given directly by the EU and it is given through programmes managed at national level such as European Structural Funds. The small- and medium-size enterprises can also get benefits from series of non-financial help instruments in the form of programmes and services for business support.

The current information guide aims to present the European programmes for small- and medium-size enterprises support and information for the websites of each given programme with detailed information.

   The assistance schemes have been divided into the following categories:

-Funding opportunities-this funding is mostly thematic with specific objectives-environment, research, education designed and implemented by various Departments of the European Commission. SMEs can apply directly at the European Financial Commission

-Structural funds-European regional development funds are a major funding source for SMEs. The programmes and the projects are managed and selected at national and regional level.

- Financial instruments- Most of the financial instruments are only available indirectly, via national financial intermediaries. The European Investment Fund manages many of them. More information: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/cip/index_en.htm and http://www.ei.org/ and http://www.gate2growth.com 
- Support for the internationalization of SMEs - These generally consist of assistance to intermediary organizations or public authorities in order to help SMEs to access markets outside the EU. More information: http://ec.europa.eu/comm/europeaid/projects/index_en.htm  

1. Funding opportunities

1.1. Environment, energy and transport

1.1.1. LIFE +

This programme is divided into three strands:

-Nature and Biodiversity
-Environment and Governance

-Information and Communication

The budget for the programme is 2.1 euro billion for the period 2007-2013.

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/news/futureoflife.htm
1.1.2. Competitiveness and Innovation framework Programme (CIP)

The programme has a budget of approximately 3.6 euro billion for the period 2007-2013.

As regards environment and energy concerns, the CIP comprises:

a) an Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme (EIP) to which 430 euro million has been allocated. The aim is to tap the full potential of environmental technologies to protect the environment, while contributing to competitiveness and economic growth;

b) an Intelligent Energy Europe Programme (IEE) to which approximately 727 euro million has been allocated. The Intelligent  Energy-Europe Programme includes actions to promote renewable energy sources and energy diversification, and to stimulate the diversification of fuels and energy efficiency in transport.

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/enterprise_policy/cip/index_en.htm
1.1.3. Marco Polo II 

The Marco Polo Programme aims to improve the transport system in relation to its’ effectiveness and to reduce road congestion. The program has a budget of 400 euro million for the period 2007-2013.

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/marcopolo/index_en.htm
1.2. Innovation and Research

1.2.1. The Seventh Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development (2007-2013)

The 7th Framework Programme for research and technological development (FP7) pays special attention to the SMEs through its different programmes: “Co-operation”(32.3 euro billion), ”Ideas”(7.5 euro billion), “People”(4.7 euro billion) and “Capacities”(4.3 euro billion).

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/research/future/index_en.cfm




http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7
1.2.2. Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP)

As regards innovation and information technologies, the CIP has two main standards: aims to improve the conditions for innovation, such as exchanges of best practices between Member States and actions to encourage and promote innovation in enterprises; aims to stimulate the initiation of electronic networks and services and digital technologies.

1.2.3. eContentplus (2005-2008)

eContentplus Programme has a budget of 149 euro million for the period 2005-2008 and aims at using digital material in a multilingual environment.

Further details: http://europa.eu.int/information_society/activities/econtentplus/index_en.htm
              1.2.4. EUREKA- A network for market oriented Research and Development organizations (R&D)

Further details: http://www.eureka.be
        1.3 Education and training

             1.3.1. Integrated Action Programme in Lifelong Learning

The Integrated Action Programme in Lifelong Learning covers four specific programmes: COMENIUS, ERASMUS, LEONARDO DA VINCI and GRUNDTVIG.

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/newprog/index_en.html
1.4. Culture and media

1.4.1. CULTURE 2007                                                                                           

The programme CULTURE 2007 provides grants to cultural co –operation projects in all artistic and cultural fields.

Further detail: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/newprog/index_en.html
               1.4.2.   MEDIA 2007

This programme deals with the training of media professionals; the financing of new production projects; the distribution and promotion of cinematographic works and audiovisual programmes, festivals, grants to SMEs which are active in these areas.

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/comm/avpolicy/media/index_en.html  

       1.5 Employment issues

               1.5.1. Information, consultation and social dialogue 

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/labour_low/budget_en.htm
               1.5.2. Health and safety at work

Further details: http://sme.osha.eu.int/
      2. Structural Funds

Structural funds are designed to help reduce disparities in the development of regions. The programmes are managed and the projects are selected at national level.

 -European Regional Development Fund-for the period 2007-2013, 336 euro billion are used for three priority objectives- convergence, regional competitiveness and employment, European territorial co-operation. 

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/funds/2007/index_fr.htm
-European Social Fund-for the period 2007-2013. The European Social Fund provides support for economic and social change, with a number of opportunities for supporting SMEs.

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/esf2000/2007-2013_en.html
-Rural Development Fund- for the period 2007-2013 focuses on three thematic axes: improving competitiveness for farming and forestry; environment and countryside; improving quality of life and diversification of the rural economy.

Further details: http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rurdev/index_en.htm
-Joint European Resources for Micro and medium Enterprises (JEREMIE)-JEREMIE is an initiative launched by the European Investment Bank and the European Commission to support SMEs in less developed regions, by providing guarantees for loans as well as   venture capital finance to SMEs. The funds will be made available through banks and investment funds.

Further details: http://www.eif.org/jeremie/
The structural funds resources in Bulgaria for small- and medium-size enterprises are concentrated in the following operative programmes:

· Operative programme “Competitiveness”, Ministry of Economy and Energy

· Operative programme “Human resources development”, Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare

· Rural Development Programme, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

	OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME “COMPETITIVENESS”

MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND ENERGY



	PRIORITIES
	OPERATIONS
	BENEFICIARIES

	Priority axis 1. Economic development based on knowledge and innovation activities


	Operation 1.1: Support of start-up technological companies


	Start-up technological companies

	
	Operation 1.2: Raising the innovative potential of companies 


	SMEs(enterprises)



	
	Operation 1.3: Developing the pro-innovative infrastructure in support of the business sector

	 SMEs(enterprises)



	
	
	Scientific and Research Organizations, Technical universities

	Priority axis 2. Raising the companies efficiency and developing favourable business environment


	Operation 2.1: Projects in support of technological development and modernization of the SMEs

	SMEs (enterprises)


	
	Operation 2.2: Development of  consultant network for business support

	 NGOs providing services to SMEs, or NGOs members of the network for business support from the region;

Industrial zones
                                                                             

	
	Operation 2.3: Support for introducing energy saving technologies 

and renewable energy sources

	SMEs (enterprises)



	
	Operation 2.4: Business co-operation support
	SMEs networks and clusters

	Priority axis 3. Financial resources for companies development


	Operation 3.1: Support for guarantee funds

Operation 3.2: Support for venture capital funds

	SMEs (enterprises)

SMEs (enterprises)



	
	Operation 3.3: Support for micro crediting funds
	SMEs (enterprises)

	
	
	

	Priority axis 4.Consolidation of the international market positions of the Bulgarian Economy


	Operation 4.1: Support for attracting investors


	Institutional beneficiary: 

Bulgarian investment agency



	
	Operation 4.2: Support for publicizing and enlargement of the export


	SMEs (enterprises)



	
	Operation 4.3: Support for the developing of the national quality infrastructure
	Bulgarian Institute for Standardization, Executive Agencies, Bulgarian Accreditation Service, State Agency for Metrology and Technical Surveillance, laboratories; compliance evaluation bodies – state ownership


Further details: http://www.opcompetitiveness.bg/uploadfiles/documents/opcompetitiveness_bg_05.03.2007.pdf
	OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME “HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT”

MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND SOCIAL POLICY

	PRIORITIES
	BENEFICIARIES

	Priority axis 1. “Promotion of sustainable employment and development of the labour market”- 21%

Directed to improving the economic activity and employment, reducing unemployment and integration of vulnerable groups on the labour market.

	consulting companies, NGOs, Centers in support of entrepreneurship development, Branch and professional organizations, Micro-enterprises, Educational and training institutions and organizations, Social and economic partners, Information and vocational training centers, Institutions for professional orientation

	Priority axis 2. “Raising productivity and adaptability of the employed people”- 18%

The priority is directed to developing the quality characteristics of the employees and is focused on overcoming the problems related to insufficient number of investments in the vocational and continuous training, the lack of sufficient modern knowledge and skills, which аre leading to express integration at the labour market, as well as the inadequate business conditions for maximum opening and utilization of the given human potential.

	educational and training institutions and organizations, employers, branch organizations, social and economic partners, labour market institutions, research centers, NGOs

	Priority axis 3. “Improving the quality of education and training in regard to the Labour market necessities for building economy based on the knowledge - 20%
	Ministry of Education and Science, National Agency for Vocational Education and Training, Education Quality Assessment Center, National Pedagogical Center, educational, training and scientific institutions, science organizations, School boards, orphanages, municipalities, universities, science organizations, competence centers, high-technological companies with scientific and developing activity, scientific and technological parks, scientific and research centers

	Priority axis 4.” Improving the conditions for access to education”- 16%

The priority is directed to enlargement of the opportunities for including different forms for raising the educational level, professional qualification and raising the individual competence of all target groups in the context of the education during the lifetime.
	Educational and training institutions, municipalities, NGOs, sport clubs, after-school pedagogical centers for work with children, community centers, scientific organizations.

branch organizations, National Pedagogical Center, Ministry of Education and Science, National Agency for Vocational Education and Training, financial institutions, universities

	Priority axis 5.” Social inclusion and promotion of the social economy”- 14%

This priority is implemented in two main directions:


	NGOs, social services providers, social enterprises, representatives of different communities, consulting companies, municipalities



	
	NGOs, health services providers, public hospitals, medical universities

	Priority axis 6.”Raising the efficiency of the institutions at the Labour Market, Social and Healthcare services”- 5%
The priority is directed to raising the efficiency of the institutions, working in the field of the labour market and labour conditions, healthcare and social services at national and regional level.


	Institutions at labour market at national and regional level, research organization, NGOs, consulting companies, monitoring authorities, institutions and organizations, monitoring the labour conditions in the companies, social and economic partners, social and healthcare services providers, social enterprises

	Priority axis 7.”Transnational and international cooperation”- 2%


	State institutions, monitoring committee, managing authority, Ministry of Health, social and economic partners, NGOs, municipalities, social companies, community centers, representatives of different communities, educational, training and scientific institutions, scientific organizations, branch and sector organizations, etc. 


 Further details:  http://ef.mlsp.government.bg/bg/category.php?id=125
	RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY



	PRIORITIES
	OPERATIONS
	BENEFICIARIES

	Priority axis 1: Development of competitive agriculture and forestry and food manufacturing sector, based on innovation.

	Operation 1.1: Adjustment and modernization of the technological base and innovation promotion 


	

	
	Operation 1.2: Support for adaptation of the farm structure
	Farm associations, agricultural chambers, associations of growers and co-operations in the agriculture and forestry, Food industry associations interested in Nature 2000, NGOs-nature preservation, scientific institutes working in the field of agriculture and environment, organizations working in the sphere of vocational training and services in favour of the agriculture and forestry



	
	Operation 1.3: Raising the knowledge and improving the human potential 

	SMEs(enterprises)



	
	
	Research and scientific organizations, technical universities

	Priority axis 2: Preservation of the nature resources and nature protection in the rural areas


	Operation 2.1: Support for sustainable management of the agricultural land 

Operation 2.1.1: Preservation of  the biodiversity and  high valued agricultural lands

 Operation 2.1.2: Improving water and soil quality 

 Operation 2.1.3: Preventing soil degradation 


	Farm associations, agricultural chambers, associations of growers and co-operations in the agriculture and forestry, Food industry associations interested in Nature 2000, NGOs-nature preservation, scientific institutes working in the field of agriculture and environment, organizations working in the sphere of vocational training and services in favour of the agriculture and forestry



	
	Operation 2.2: Support for forestry structure adaptation 

	

	Priority axis 3: Employment promotion and improving life standard in the rural areas.


	Operation 3.1: Improving the life standard in the rural areas 


	Local NGOs, regional and national networks of associations in public benefit, NGOs in the sphere of sustainable local development, branch alliances and trade unions in the sphere of rural tourism, conservation of the landscape, the environment and the heritage of the nation, organizations in the field of vocational training

	
	Operation 3.2: Forming employment opportunities in the rural area
	

	
	Operation 3.3: Strengthening the local development and cooperation
	

	Priority axis 4: The Leader method – building local capacity in support of local government improvement
	Operation 4.1: Improving the capacity for applying the “Leader” method


	Initiative groups and their informal network


	
	Operation 4.2: Support for applying local development strategies
	Initiative groups and their informal network



Further details:  http://212.122.182.198/RuralAreas/pr/BNRDProgram.pdf









